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Abstract
	 This	 essay	 is	 a	 critical	 response	 to	 the	 ubiquitous	 call	 for	 “more	 men	 in	
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or	 solutions.	 Instead,	 we	 hope	 to	 add	 complexity	 to	 these	 ongoing	 debates	 by	
examining	the	issue	through	an	alternative	lens.	We	posit	that,	because	it	remains	
largely	unexamined	and	has	evaded	critical	scrutiny,	the	notion	that	“we	need	more	













































Male Early Education Teachers and the Fantasy of Desires
	 Before	 interrogating	 some	 of	 the	 factors	 we	 believe	 may	 undergird	 men’s	
decisions	not	to	teach	in	early	grades	settings,	the intent to teach	itself	deserves	
expansive	attention.	A	first	distinction	that	must	be	made	is	the	difference	between	












































































Moral Panic, the Pedagogy of Love,
































































































































































of	patients…a	knowledge	that	does	not	know	what	it	knows,	and	is	thus not in 






























































	 Ultimately,	 teaching	 is	 not	 mothering,	 and	 mirroring	 may	 not	 produce	 the	
independence	desired	in	the	social	settings	of	school.	Whereas	a	non-mirroring	
(say,	a	narcissistic)	mother	may	not	provide	needed	child	development	contexts,	




































































































































and	engaging	way	as	you	unlock	galleries	and	slideshows	that allow you to zoom 
and explore image detail like never before”	(Geddes,	2012b,	emphasis added).	As	
Higonnet	concluded,	“If	Geddes’s	enormous	popularity	is	any	indication,	we—a	









































































the	 recognized	potential	 to	 serve	as	an	object	of	admiration	 to	queer-identified	
male	colleagues	and	administrators,	a	sex	object	for	heterosexual-identified	male	
colleagues	and	administrators,	and	an	object	of	desire	for	the	children.	
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